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Investigation of Local Scour Process Around Pipelines Using
the Numerical and Physical Models

Abstract

In this paper, the local scour process around pipelines due to steady currents has been
investigated from different points of view using the numerical and physical models. In order to
calculate the maximum scour depth under the pipe, a mathematical model based on the two-
dimensional Laplace equation has been developed and the scour process on the 2D x-z vertical
plane has been simulated, with the finite volume method being used to discretize the governing
equation. In the developed numerical model, an equivalent boundary calculated using the
Newton-Raphson iteration method, has been used to determine the deformed bed profile due to
scour resulting from the subjected forces on the sediment particles on sea bed. In the physical
models, emphasis has been focused on the effects of different parameters such as pipe diameter,
water depth, velocity of flow and the interaction of the parallel pipes on local scour process.
Finally, the numerical model results have been compared with the results obtained from the
physical model and the other experimental data.
Keywords: Scour, Pipelines, Numerical Modeling, Physical Modeling, Steady Current, Finite
Volume Method
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Testno. | h (mm) D (mm) | U (cm/s) | Us(cm/s) 0 Re Fr S/D

o1 150 62.75 20.26 1.185 0.020 12,713 | 0.17 | 0.35

02 150 62.75 18.63 1.090 0.017 11,690 | 0.15 | 0.31

03 140 62.75 24.61 1.440 0.0296 | 15,443 | 0.21 | 0.39

04 150 110.5 51.82 2.800 0.112 | 57,261 | 0.43 | 0.46

05 170 110.5 14.806 0.800 0.0091 | 16,361 | 0.11 | 0.11

06 170 110.5 52.75 2.850 0.116 | 58,289 | 0.41 | 0.47

O7** 140 62.75 25.92 1.156 0.033 16,265 | 0.22 | 0.59

O8*** 140 62.75 24.10 1.410 0.028 15,123 | 0.21 | 0.59

QOF*** 140 62.75 24.40 1.428 0.029 | 15,311 | 0.21 | 0.51

e gl Shd s T ey alold 457 (g3lge Sadlgd *FF, oaz oo 4y glge slaaly) *
b e Al Jlad il 93 Ll o alols 5 (5lge (slaaly) ¥FH*
VYAD liaj /D 6 )los foges Jlow T2


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-12-25]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5 ]

o b eslial bl bl (ol bl ys a e (Kt T filas ou )

§S=05D (Yo)

saal Joo @ e Sloalin 4 axg b 50 sgm
Al e )0 4 C S dm iz Olede
S 8 gz 5 s e Sl (S|
Sl (Job ctz o o Sl S 2
Sl i Oloj Dae Ayl s 2l L e
OV) S5 )3 09-bo0 SBro Jolas Sl dy o
olis 0 jaie algd Bl bl o Siwio] 6651 5l slaiges

el 00 00l

Gt ol sy 3L -Y-Y-Y
Jél}.‘f s’“ ES “'
G Ol S Sl ddlas 6l aslsl s
Sy 65lnl el Sl gl 5 e ol (Sis
4S8y (VF) alal) a4y 4> g5 L.l ool ool
Oyt DS o Yy (929 S50 Dlaeii
sy Sl il A atasly s 5l pel )l
P ol e ol &5 g e Koo Slasl
53U G byye il OF) U5 o il e JUIS

0831 (gras (St Boe (55, ymw 5ylb Sl

Ll o0l
ol el (Sl e =0, (o
Sg ‘_gl_asé\_Jo Slasein 4 Aol l.> aS 009 Y
JY) u_j Ja;‘)_m ) a_S b}—»r‘a oosli o
/D s Siaia] Goe Dl 50 <0, n
B9 9 0392 ppSetiz e §luk bl 4 Cod
25U (U8 s Ll o) wibe >0, a5
03,5 o s (Soena] Gos 59y )Mk b
18 ol e e &5 By 53 e o
Sy o 4z 50 Gl ally Sl S jlade
el Siwcial Goe jo 1) cwgmome Sl by
Sgis go oanlive a5 Jsb e g 0 e Slomy] Joles
2 coilre G0 an (i B> 0 B350 (o

v

D
2.5k,

Y o s6+25m
U,

) xY)

oot Sty =y g ady) ;a8 = D syl ] 3 a8
oo ad,S s 0 2.5d L ool jo a5 wib e
g abaly 51 (0) e sl el /] el
2

Uf

=t (%)
g(s—=1d,,

Swd d o bauly, jlog 3 g jalgn; slael (nizmen

Fr=—— (Y%)

AL jeSmmg =0 wady ;hi=D iy lo Lyil o as
adg) cwo Y o ol Gae=h g ol Solew
o b jblse Skl Gos =S uizred Abbi o
03— (5 S oslosl Glaise Toace 3 aS Sl Jobss

(il ¢ youi g1 o) b 5T -) —¥-¥
Ot B 45 ale el (oo 5 (S0
@8 s (Sl o Slasiie g9, sloaS
Ol (V1) S p3 a5 j5b lon ol oo dlgl ylad
C o Slasuin @yl jhad Jiol58l b canl oal oold
et (Sl ol ol Sl 4y bgy e i
(Sl Gos e b ) eyl 5 il
ol Cewoimly g cawsVl o wiSSl Jlags Jsbo

J-ul»g_a

4 aS 0,8 ole iz Glee (V) Hloges 4 axg b
Sl (Sl oo Sl 2l e o S
el o Ly alg) e b Joles

1 YAD uL......o)/é) OJLO-A.::‘/,O}M JL..'


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html

Los wd—io dy i

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-12-25]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5]

(" ——D=61.75 mm —— D=110.5 mm A
60 1
40
g
é T T T T 1
N -300 300 400 500 600
X (mm)
\_ J

g ..‘."' . “. lasui ‘55) 4’9’)&’&_’;’%—“ N

350 ) (81t Jolo5 o by Bike s ¢ poud VY U

0.5
0.45 4
0.4 4
0.35 4
0.3
0.25 4
0.2 4
0.15 4
0.1 4
0.05

0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1 0.12 0.14

o il B0 (595 O S g T VY IS

VFAD (i /8 0)lons /3w JLo A


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-12-25]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5 ]

o b eslial bl bl (ol bl ys a e (Kt T filas ou )

Gos 4S5 By .ailig oo ]y Caws b dlod onld
@l ke 4 s Vb Wyl 5 50 (Sl JlogS
Eo o pgs dlg) BlbI o 5 COWE Y [UCE] [ IRVOV e
Faan 3l Loy BLols o 2l 5 J5 o5oe
Oz 4 il 51 S se aily gl bl 90 5l e
Lo Stityl a8 5 03505 Jas 0,ik0 g} S,
DY s sl 4,8 Ll GLLL s lojen j5b &
SyeS s i Ol e 00l o Clae &y azgi
L S e Shlae sladly) conl jigp Joe )3 45 5900
cdl ol jolng wisd Ll o a4 SGop Sl

3 adg) o Seeiy] Goe acioy jlade JtalS ogdle
Cand Vb gl 5 5l 00 5 g Slge Slps Sl
iibaie ;5 oola 8l LU 5oty ol o]
58 ool 0590 1,2l g )b gz Lo 5l (5 ogame
ogllae 5o ame Can Hhai a5 85 aalys

NI

& 325 i -F

Cwd 4y (g00e bl o lawslas isn (pl o
Sl 2 sladsssd 5 pilejl @l 5 ol
59 el 0ad plsdil iy ol Kiog sy Jawgs ool
agd gooe Jao 5l eael Caws 4 s (VA) JSi
s (SFSL2 , SFSLI) 3§ i o 5l 0 00
el o SLI G Raagh ple solering sl se 2
Lo 5 o le g8 o

2

0.2
S = 0.972(5—) D" (Y5) pdalnS Jge b
g
(=YY JY; ol sl b 5 el ol Jgo 8

0.89 1.43
£=4.706[£] +0.06
D v,

v
V&V
(@ -YY) b o slp U g pualpl Jgo,8

—0.3 -0.16
i :0.084(KJ v ] +1.33
D

Ve,

(YA) @lo olKiils golgiin Jow )8

c

V2 0.26
S = 0.929(2—] x D" x d "
g

¥

syl &l bl yo MT Sedl-Y-y-¥
Silge &5 0

=t 4t sl s Slogiales] 5l pgo 09,5 5o
(31599 39 oy Loz GBIl 3 Kital (5530
Slady) behs alold el () o .l ool aizls
3y30 ol 86 gy S )8 g0 3l (St]
Jg) by las G, bl o (Sctol as 5 & ad 95
Lol lasein a5 o ools o5 iole;l a PR
R PN °‘>)5—‘ (\) Jj..\? o
OVF) U o laialesT (6 pm ol 5l o0l Cowsd s sl
Do g0 0338 K& pl 4y azgi b sl ol ools ol
50 wsl dyd sl i bealyd oo dlols a5 3,
ol 0 a8 (6,500 a5l oo alS Koes p Ll
Sy5—n 4 A4S Cewl ol 0S e a gl x> loged
St 510 §ef 0w o2 4 (Sl30 sladly)
=l Laadg) Aol a5 conl Sl 5l iS>e8 Sl
4S5 08 Gle ez OlFee orlnle adboe oyl L
sl 5 ol pals 5l ol Swis] Gee als
sals o1 JLss 4 g (Vortex shedding) _sé
o s iz 9t oo (0T lesd anld
a5l 1 eS) Ladlyd lee S5 dlols a5 il o
sl )F jrals ccel g Kein sb 4 (aly) i
St Gas p (S slaals 5 g eas IS8
ebox slady Blbl s Sl anl b easilSe
azgi b aslol jo il o 0000 algd b Dglase Sl
Sl 4513 peilSe ((VV) B (V0) sl St
oS (ol 2 o0 g AT (pbaiz Gladlg) 8590 5
WQ)H@@ﬁmLoWM@L@dQ
o ul_o).o.m )5_la a4 Lsi..m_ma—‘ 9 o\)s_o..; J_o.c ..\?‘5
al> 0 5 0006 dlg) b aglie g ouls g4, (P
JogS a8 Lo ol o aidl g, o G Jolss
5 yie adgl 4y bogy o WSOl JlosS 51 50t (Sl
eS) sl aily alols Koes 1 laalg) I1.cl
40 MT o l,d locnl yo (lealgd Hhad oy g0
C)L_& &) é‘ya 9 03D &J.w Cawd yL: 4J9J d‘ﬂo‘

1 YAD uL......o)/é) OJLO-A.::‘/,O}M JL..'


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-12-25]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5 ]

- = = :Pipes with zero spacing

Spacing between pipes is equal to pipe diameter

Spacing between pipes is equal to twice of pipe diameter|

(Test no 7,8,9),55 002 | iidee Labold b glg0 sadlgd Blubl 13 Joley s  Sinwnis] (GBF powi —VF UKD

SRaded I dg) JaB plp g3 Alols b by Bl,bl 43 Sl (5451 V5 JS5

s p2 4y srdly) Blybl 45  Siinl (551 -90 JSui

SRt 5l dlg) b il ol U g5lg0 sy GIbT 3  Siuiul oS VY S

Ve

1.6
1.4
1.2 4

14
0.8
0.6 4
0.4
0.2

~N

0.2

0.4 0.6
U (m/s)

— — Kjeldsen

0.8

(2325 Lalgy Jawgd Bl durlone o (Sl Bos dmglio — YA JSUS
AR ) 90 aawd A, gdus g 2Ruiulesl W o 9 J gdas s

VFAD ylica; /0 0,Lass fpges Lo


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-12-25]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5 ]

o b eslial bl bl (ol bl ys a e (Kt T filas ou )

5 55wl 5 00 gl b Jes s >
o8 3| o9 (i SFSL soae Jow -#
o ) o Jg eols il Siczal JlogS oVl
DU 1y orlis (Ul JosF oo ol sl widl
©d3e sla Jae a5 ol o] yal cpl cde .l o0l
5o oo slonl S8l 5 a8 Hes a4y algs sed
ailed Joo Iy dg) caws ol

o SO S ] e Ay L8 2l LY
il go Gl (Sl oy puleie 5 ST JlogS
wolbes jo as el o5l S alKioles] s -A
9 Cmod¥Wh 0 05 o gl Saciol 1065 0,150
Bl Sews by 50 el (ot

sae Gialidl b Jolas clls Sl connd Gos -1
w2l Goe G2alS Ly )l 4 wlioe il 09,8
o G ol o (Sl e

P ol yelil SE JBS e Laulpl s Y-
Y5 o st Ul ol 522 (Sl e 55,
5009 pSair (Siwtal o (53, Sl ol b
5 48,5 L5 s

5 50 Jols el Kol Ges dwle gl - ) )
5 oslizal 5 by, 5| olyisn o) Lokas

S
50=0, &l» =050

S
020, l»=06%0.1
ol gl b 5l i baaly) oy Alols a5 8y Y
Sy5a 3> Omizme by po SRl Soaen Ll L5
A Bos w0dz v 4 Sjlo— sLoady
Aols as el s ) iSag S Sl St
oz OlF e 9y onl 5l adb ge Ayl Slad pl laaly)
sl prels 5l Sasyl Bes Ghals a5 05 Gl
Olalsyd aisld el ol s 4 5 (S8 als S
aS s adisde (IS jsbo 4y 098 00 (3L ol
(Loady) Jld a5l aS) baalg) (Lo SzgS Alold
g ol (S8 anly S Lals el g pSeia sk a

O)

wilise Ol 03,556 S Sy =U loged ol 5o
e slo Jos sy a SFSL2 , SFSLI
53 0t Al (g0 S g Lagie S p 4 bgy e
YU bly, 51 5T adaly s o anil o aios 0
apion ol Se e alypdlbas cdl e les oo
o5 Ly e o5 o 2l 5 Kl e
00 Oyle a .l o 1] goae g alKisles]
el BLite 5as YU 50 00 ] (gl Jse b o
peilSo L olas ;0 090 (pl a5 5l 0g2g Jolss
@ oolssl o plowl bl o (Stnil oy
o3 g soae slaialajl bl jlonal cessy
05 681 b5 3 Jge 0 ol

i dalxe sl e300 Gilodoe 23w 50 )
ool o (0by (Joe gl 5 0 (Sl s
Gl ke el oS @5 5oL sangs alolae
o b S g dlgd b e S Ly e
S e

G JY; ol lul, s 0 SFSL soo—e Jos-Y
Shosliisl guy 1y adg) byl 1 o (Sl
les oo e K05 (078 e sla 9o 8

©ode oo calitn gladasin ce puw sl 4 =Y
Sl Goe atiiy lp ) (Slite polie j55e
b i 45 Slslio @ az g b Lol wuled oo 4|

Gl 4185 S jg0 0,25 gl g ool Caws 4 g3ae
DRFCSNCHIE I SNUCYPC N
Sy Olgie a8l ol d sy g adg
ol cws an mlas gl a3 )F Jlai o daxin
ceals sl 5 s b s 3l Joo

5 0o &l goae ¢ lKisle;] s & axg L -F
OLRag5 by ol plasil sla)lS 5 o ()l
Ay 35 50 5 5o liado (Sl Gae 2S1a> (i
B0 Ty

A b oads &l goae Juw 3l es colatul (gl -0
s 0,5 arsd Uy sy S35 (Sl ooy
il oo ol Gos g Ogm, ails 35lul 5l b UL,
oy S8b A as oS il ax g b J e

Sgr winlys S5 Uy nolie 59 p wam, Slasin

1 YAD uL......o)/é) OJLO-A.::‘/,O}M JL..'


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-12-25]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5 ]

Lo w0 dg i

7-Brors, B., Numerical modeling of flow
and scour at pipelines, 1999 , J.
Hydraulics Engineering, ASCE, Vol.
125, No. 5, 511-523.

8-Sumer, B.M., Truelsen, C., Sichmann,
T. and Fredsoe, J., “Onset of scour
below pipelines and self buria.” Coast.
Engrg, ASCE, Vol. 42, No 4, 2001, pp
313-335.

9-Sumer, B.M. and Fredsoe, J., “The
mechanics of scour in the marine
environment.” World Scientific, Vol. 17,
2002.

10-Versteeg, H.K. and Malalasekera,
W., “An introduction to Computational
Fluid Dynamics, The Finite Volume
Method”  Pearson  Prentice  Hall,
Longman Group Ltd, 1995.

11-Hirsch, C., “Numerical Computation
of Internal and External Flows,
Fundamental of Numerical
Discretization” John Wiley & Sons
Publication, Vol. 1, 1991.

12-Hosseini, D., Hakimzadeh, H. and
Ghiassi, R., Numerical and experimental
modeling of scour around submarine
pipeline due to currents, 2005 , ASCE,
Pipeline 5, Texas.

13-Hosseini, D., Hakimzadeh, H. and
Ghiassi, R., Scour below submarine
pipeline due to currents, 2004 ICSE
2004, 53-PIP-A1073, Singapore.

VFAD ylica; /0 0,Lass fpges Lo

sealS Sciol Gee ;o SE > slaal S
b e

J=do 4 (VF dolae) jiws j0 by g5 0 byl Y
Slawle oo (900 a4 O 5l oS Jlaie 35 45
Ja.s‘).....a 50,853 lude (5]9 by o ;;"\5‘ ..hlysa
g Lo o9 elal Lo ekl JUlS
Sy o0 Sl )b.‘o'.a o Jis &S 6;...&1.2.59.&.3

1) ké_c:J..:x.,c. ﬁoLﬁ.a 03 43‘)‘ g LgL:beo)é -\¥f

&1y -0

Sl 0033 awyp (VYATF) 0 ¢ o> )
Sl s dolulg adg) by las Gl bl o 2540
5 o= sla Jus ool L ,Basl sl >
g 952 )l lih 5wl ol (S5
CTIWIE FEU L KRN JONS

YAD) -, St g .z 0dljpaSo> 0 ¢ gom> Y
3 3ita slaady) Gl L) (S 2] 5 Sl el
05 (rpmetia (bl p Sl 2 p dges <5
oZisls (ICCETth) Ol s (gmwidige Loty

SRS ye Sy

3-Li, F., Cheng, L., Numerical model for
local scour under offshore pipelines,
1999, J. Hydraulics Engineering, ASCE,
Vol. 125, No. 4, 400-406.

4-Li, F., Cheng, L., Prediction of lee-
wake scouring of pipelines in currents,
2001 , J. of Waterway, Port, Coastal, and
Ocean Engineering, ASCE, Vol. 127,
No. 2, 106-112.

5-Sumer, B. M., 2004 , Physical and
mathematical modelling of scour, Proc.,
2th ICSE, Singapore.

6-Chiew, Y.M., “Prediction of maximum
scour depth at submarine pipelines.” J.
Hyd. Engrg, ASCE, Vol. 117, No 4,
1991, pp 452-466.

oy


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1385.3.5.3.5
https://marine-eng.ir/article-1-32-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

