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Maritime transportation is one of the most important topics of maritime law; in this
topic, the main category is the responsibility and exemption of the transportation
operator. The main goal of this article is to provide a solution to reduce the
responsibility of the maritime transportation operator in dealing with a presumption of
fault. The present research has been performed using the descriptive-analytical
method. The method of collecting information is the library method and regulations,
books, theses, articles, databases (domestic and foreign), and other paper and digital
sources have been used for collecting information. Some key questions have been
studied in this article regarding the damages to goods in maritime transportation and
the responsibility of the transportation operator. First, if the cargo is lost in maritime
transportation, who is responsible for compensation of damages? Second, is the
maritime transportation operator responsible for compensation of damages? In this
case, is his responsibility based on presumption of fault or obligation of fault? Third,
what are the cases of exemption of the maritime transportation operator, i.e. the
exceptions that the maritime transportation operator is exempted or lacking
responsibility? And what are the solutions for reducing the responsibility of the
maritime transportation operator in dealing with presumption of fault or obligation of
fault? To answer the mentioned questions, the fundamentals of responsibilities of
maritime transportation operators in the international conventions governing the
maritime transportation of goods, civil law, trade law, and maritime law of Iran were
reviewed and explained and the responsibilities and exemptions of the maritime
transportation operator have been stated, while mentioning the definitions and
fundamentals of responsibilities and exemptions of maritime transportation operator.
Finally, this conclusion was reached that regardless of the basis and nature of the
responsibility of the maritime transportation operator, he can be exempted from the
responsibility as per some exemptions that are mentioned in international conventions
and regulations and domestic laws. In this field, some solutions have been presented
for reducing the responsibility of maritime transportation operators in dealing with a
presumption of fault.
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