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EVALUATING THE FATIGUE CRACK GROWTH RATE IN OFFSHORE
TUBULAR JOINTS USING ARTIFICIAL NEURAL NETWORKS

Abstract:

In order to predict the residual life of offshore platforms and establish efficient schedule
for underwater inspection and repair, it is necessary to estimate the fatigue crack growth rate in
tubular joints properly. Linear Elastic Fracture Mechanics and Stress Intensity Factor are
applicable tools for evaluating growth rate of existing fatigue cracks in offshore tubular joints.
In the past several approaches based on Paris crack growth law, have been proposed in this
regard. Each of these approaches use different methods for estimating the Stress Intensity

Modification Factor (Y).
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In this research the capability of Artificial Neural Networks for evaluating the fatigue crack
growth rate in offshore tubular T-joints under axial loading is investigated, when the crack
depth is more than 20% of chord wall thickness. For this condition the crack growth process is
highly affected by joint geometry and loading mode. Two types of artificial neural network are
developed for predicting the Y factor: Radial Basis Function (RBF) and Multi Layer Perceptron
(MLP) networks. The required input data consist of the crack shape and the percentage of crack
penetration through thickness. Experimental data from NDE center in University College
London are used for training and testing the networks. The results of this research are compared

with other existing theoretical and empirical solutions.

Keywords:

Tubular joints, Offshore platforms, Fatigue cracks, Linear elastic fracture mechanics, Stress
intensity factor, Artificial neural networks
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T6 300MPa | (-800mV)

b9y By 4 Gles] ped I sl g pSesl
Ll ais 5 ol ACPD

2 olie Jlail o 0 Sk, calisee Jole o
ACPD o5 slacols 5l eoliwl La/T ga/c e
Coowd A bape  polde g el dcwlxe
cde ailoas el losls e 5l +/Y< /T < 3/
aby anlp e (i dwaie ol )l )-*-'l* o
9 (V) sl o .ol a/T <.Iv bagazme 40 S
s alc g /T cas 5 Y polie cud s & (A)

el 00 00l

1.0

09
08
07

% X xox
06 s '-‘. X
x
> 05 o & .
. x
L - L]

04 TN, .

03

02

0.1

0.0

00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 1.0

JUail i gl a/T cons Y palie -V JSUS

1.0
+T1 = T2 T3 xT4 xT5 + 16
0.9
0.8
07 N
s
‘ x
0.6 ‘i“ x .
e -3 'x% X%
> 05 e . x
e Xy P RSN
0.4 S L.?J
e 8% Saet
¥ N
0.3 3 [N L]
0.2 "
0.1
0.0

00 00 00 01 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 02 02 02
alc

JUail i glpale cons Y 0l — AJSS

w.c‘sl.ﬂbm&ostudadag)

L oGlae dlas ol J> lp ond b g,
Wgge godls 4y azgi bl (1) SO ooy oS!

VPAY el /ol 0, Lo /ol Lo

mr Rk S Loy Lol L

i s

ZR T N I o T
41:-"" :lf‘

wili M s-p b F LRI L T B T L

A

RBF (baSiedd j1 digod Sy —0JSWS

RBF a5l sl Jshie slean sl Sl
5 ol &Y (ojsel sl K 0uSils (B9, 4 s
WY sl b oS, s 33 S sledy)

IVl o8 o il 9,5

oolaiwl 8,40 glooIS @)M

U390) Sl abos pl 50 ol soliiwl slassls

Jlasl (i 55y pialesl @l deaSis oy5e5l 4
50 a8 Cawl abBly slul yo g wlie S T slaly)
3 Zewl 008 alwl UCL' ol&zils ,5 NDE 55
SeS b oVlal 5L S e Letalel g
s cov Wl 3l asls ul e g LS
9 9y ohlejl wlad S 18 cgline Siige s
2 Jal ke 6y 5 SeS glee Lalyd o Ll
oud plosl SpoglS blis b by ol s Lyl
(V) Jguz 40 g (swiid Slasin (F) JSo 50 .ol
Gl loaigei @ly Gile)l bae 5 A5 Lyl

Y.
R IRW

16mm

D a = e
[ U T T
=
1)

&

900mm

‘ 1660mm ‘

il 590 VLRI wias gl yiol b 5 S

'University College London
e 5 i)l 8550 g ladiges Slaseine 5l tids Sledbl T
el 39250 [A]


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-11-17]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1 ]

L) v d—igo dy puiu

Slaws 9250 laools o 5l Wb s Ayl o
ools uol.ap‘ U}A)T k5|)'.‘ 6‘4\3‘»& 9 w)}aT kﬁ‘)‘.‘
o3l 033l 5 Ghisel sledius (silulaz o aigd
mas sasis asl cde 4y a5 cudls Wb beosls
J.ALM.» u,o)}oT 6[.5&0.)‘0 J.lla cJ.;)‘J.; QS'L"’S)" u...L:lS
IS e diaS g anin polie el slagSl slas
bl g Il B sl (29,5 5 09,9 5l pel o piie
S8 Al aS |z cams oMbl Al a4 1y > 550
lle awlegs 1) esgase cul I 2B sy
plxl &jgo ol el (nl 5o bagSl (G
U390) 8l oo ol slaesls oy a5 ol o
9 Cenl 0092 QL"“‘i.’. Yl 'DLN d“).s u?")T 9
g aien Y 5 a/T @lc Jols slagSl pimen
LIRS SN IPVIRTCE I g S I PON I COWR SR CON 3
I3 n el o S5 S Jsb s (Bless
RECATY)

3 ool Wllics @l oz 5o 5 i 4SSl gg5 Sl
Slaws L: Gb).,.c 9 0w ‘_gl.e‘.wli’ ) LS’YL’ LS’L"}’
oAby 0 Y QUG 090 5 pF Lowd (95
50 3lazs 5 18 oolatul 8,40 ,ls MLP o cos)
&b 5 baY sled slggy ;0 MLP g4 slaasiis
32 RBF (glaasiss )3 5 (50890505 (o )8 Jlail
JESh &b 5l pgs &Y )3 5 (oweS &b 51 ol &Y
el 0als oolawl o>

wiyssdl by, MLP At ol (teel (s,
‘_g)..f»)l.’ ‘5L®).~.A|)L’ Sl 0o (BP) Uas )L..w‘w
@ o) Bl 5 e Oj50 4 BP0, 55l
RBF A gl sl odls 0old s agy Ole>
Jol &Y Giisel lp glams Ko (oSl s,
P> &Y (gl sl s GBS U 5 e el
Db hrgel gapd 5l JB el ol bl aSls
oo o MLP 3Ss 6l (Y polie) Bua slaesls

o8 @b g ez i Gl Sl S g

5 el ol Gle B & e ol 4 allas Gy yes
Gogme sk o T o¥lasl sl olaasids (2550
copo lade wlgn @/T ga/c polis cyuils b as
5 Y (el b S i | G ool ol
oyl Salgh g S Sl Aiels ke (092 polas
Gl o) slalope 2 0 S5 ah) Cepe
g wlys dloe LB (+/Y< /T < V/-

oAt 05 4 393 Ban il e iy L
WS g9 3l s «Bas sla el )b slass g oo
O ln &S ol (2g,n LY Gldsy Sl bl
ol S bl allis

ape e glmidla _i_]ll:llf EEri-T
e R

¥ 1
- P B P AL LI \1

¥ A
sibpd dadd pdits. pllfy oot

eletllal Aida g

P

T
ELIEERCL IR Lot

L
b e o Vel b et

PECHI T

S

e
J= s e o e

PYRTUR® L FELF PR g 8

.
i ol

LN T HE I.

[ ————"]
s gatir 02 ) gL il

ol b

&

s ] [T

i

T

Lt gl !

P T
=
-

AL S et

—

e g e e Aglia e —

S g s

P e £

o r S oS a3 dlune o oty o501 -4 IS5

VPAY el /ol 0, lais /ol Lo


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-11-17]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1 ]

L9 wd—ipo 4l

n1= No of neurons in first hidden layer
0.111 n2= No of neurons in second hidden ——n2=0

n
Ssboro UMLP 5laaSi (51, RMS o - « USG5
o900 (srodlS diwd 45 i

013
. . ——n2=0
n1= No of neurons in first hidden layer ot
012] n2=No of neurons in second hidden [
/ —¢n2=3
e n2e4

0.1
——n2=5

&
"’\

Ssboro UMLP (5WaaSi 5l RMS o -9 Y USG5
9051 (gLodld diws 43 Bliske

30 iy Ay sélg slosls (V) 5 (VY) el jo

olp cwly b g aSll bjgel g g3l polie plp

sl 00 o3ly o les Le‘j A 0l

0.8
0.7
0.6
y'=0.8477x + 0.0708
R? =0.8502
05

Y (Network)
o
g

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8
Y (Actual)

pdd MLP aSiud b g b ot wiom Y 323l =V ¥ JSUS
ovj90] (s3] diwsd yd 28lg wdlhe il 43

VPAY el /ol 0, Lo /ol Lo

Uslao 2000 So g Sho m ldlez «(s9350K5
el 25 &g 4 a8 IS s5le b
-7

Y -Y.
Yi horma, = : S (Yl )
(ormal) =3~y

ol o el )b b 4l G colsS s 1
033l 5 Gaigel glresls s (gl s 4 by ye
e 3 i ol gl s aglie mo b g aculoe
2z b as)s LoeS et wojs dnin ll
(R) oSron s (RMS) s o L
o odlizel (MAE) lalas llo 08 lawgio
dwlne 903 g oi90] losls atws glp 4 ol
iloaus

&g g Ghisel piysSl WSl gy bl I e
5 Ol slaaY ol wb @l e Glbsy S e
WSed Solone b aisd (i Y 5 Sleggp olass
(9> 9 S0 Slayehl shasi oS eSS
)50 Al Su58 5 Cumle o (550l slagSl slaas
b ilene (S Ol 2 S Jolse o)z
9y 09 B aies ol Gl &Y lds s aw
W)l e Golone @ oy Sl (ol Sl
Cowdy a5 ge)l b Leges ples 4GS 5 out
olawi g Jbe laa¥ olaws e Glp Wl o
lr rlie @3l Bl @Sl 0 S » slgsy
Dged 3B Calitre GlaaSils 503l 9 (g 5ludoe
Slosye Slee iz polie (1)) 5 (1) slelSs s
w3l MLP Gilize cloaSss ol (RMS) s
Ohisel 5 a3l laesls atws (gly i 4 eas
30 a5 b les digs AL g Cewl ool oolo L
LY SO L lasias sl el O jle sl asein JSKG

3,00 0929 Y 1 55 G953V &S ol


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-11-17]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1 ]

L9 w0 Ay il

)JQLM ).3‘).3 B L_,J_:.‘B‘j )..s'oto‘.a (\V) 9 (\9) (_gl.erlgw o
i il barpe (B3l b3 5 aSh (295

el oo 00ld yLas bjgal g yge;l slaesls sl

0.8
0.7
0.6 -
y=0.8638x + 0.063
R?=0.863
0.5

Y(Network)
2

0.0 0.1 0.2 03 04 05 0.6 0.7 0.8
Y(Actual)

e RBF oS baogi 000 it sy Y 23l -1 5SS
w5900 (gro3ls diwd 45 o2Blg pdlie il 45

08
07
06
y=0.8484x +0.074
R? =0.7586
05

Y(Network)
o
2

0.1

0.0

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 05 0.6 07 0.8
Y(Actual)

dindd RBF a5 b gi 00wd ooty Yy 3o — Y Y S
09051 (sodls diwd 45 28lg pdlie il 45

RBF &8s el saul (V) Jgoz ,0 a5 job oylen

oy g oS gl wsp b ol
el ools pll iy San

RBF g MLP 455 93 (gl (s duaseine 3l Y Jodo

(MLP)Netwrk (RBF)Network
Train Test Train Test
Min. Error(%)| 23.0577 | 32.7939 | 25.3770 | 31.3851
Max. Error(%)| -42.6161 | -51.6138 | -44.3974 | -47.7918

RMS 0.0434 | 0.0572 | 0.0415 | 0.0566
R 0.9221 | 0.8657 | 0.9290 [ 0.8710
MAE(%) 7.5146 | 9.4147 | 7.2341 8.9599

0.8
0.7
0.6 .o
y=0.8229x +0.0854 .2
R? =0.749%4 2

¥ (Network)
o o
2 &

°

0.2

0.1

00
0.0 01 0.2 03 04 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8
¥ (Actual)

et MLP s bawrgi dud (ot iy Y 32080 - ¥ JSCS
09031 (sodls diwd 45 28lg pdlie wlp 45
LY 0 Gds J> by, L RBF glaasiss o550 3o
Oy e ghb LB e gl ks g5
6[.@&») w‘ AW ul.?u.a‘ d.o_n.e) u‘}} aQ UM)
MAE) s slpillaejad Sl (10) 5 OF)
O 85 ams e Gla ogesl 5 Ghjgel slaesls
odal oy 100 b plp iy oy sl 4 4

9
8
7
N [Spread Cons. = 0,505
MAE = 7.2340
5
w
<
=
4
3
2
1
o
o 02 04 06 0.8 1 12

ulpé URBF (5adSiwi gl MAE y33lie - ¥ JSWS
o990l (G315 dwd 3 i (yidy

5 Spread Cons. = 0.505
MAE = 8.9599

0 0.2 0.4 06 0.8 1 12

ol URBF S 5l MAE y15l0 — YOS
09031 (SodIS diwd ;5 Wit Wity

VPAY el /ol 0, lais /ol Lo


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-11-17]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1 ]

L0 wd—ipo dypuki

120

100

80

60

Frequency(%)

40

20

0

Error(%)
bwgl Y gy 3 Uad (puilS 18 Lo — V4 USG5
09031 (sWo315 13 diggs RBF g MLP (5lrdSid

Oy Sl b A e
< a/T<NV e ) o> e yo Jlasl s sl p
sledg, Sl dbizealc ga/T il Y polas
@ b elsr 5 annle i (@540 5 (228
gy ol ol oo dnlie laaslis 5l ool s

o 2 o)‘yc "Lcl.w

18] (AVS) Liwgie (is5 g, @

[a] (MAVS) ouss 2ol bawsgia (25 s, @
(8] (TPM) 63690 Jos @

D17 Ken g Etube o aes Joo @
s, ol yes 4 [11] Newman-Raju Jo. @

Dyl 50 s g5l ol

bk sleds, 5 4505 5] ol b Aglia
4 MAE 9 RMS R ).loL’o‘.a Sygo A s""‘ﬁ @L.:
Sl 03ls L.)Lw" (YY) 9 (Y\) 5(Y‘) ‘_gl.erlgw ) w).’
S Gl aSh canlie clblB (LS 043 a5

slmosls jloslaul Ly 1) 955 g, [ LS s Etube ™
ool Jg ailes,S a0 Y Jlail aws g9, Linlej] an by, s

laiadls e blasl cole, b eVlas! plo sln 1) o 5
ools Les NR(WLMR) b abgype JISoI 10 g, ool gobis ©

Gl 00

VPAY el /ol 0, Lo /ol Lo

slolas 4 o a5 el ol MAE Gins Ll
Wz o9ry aS (Sre (nl A el ules Sl aien
Jo e Yo cas ) ol laie Y glas )50
o lalhs aosls 51 oYL aoys ,o canl (S aSS]
olis sy Slassas Ll ol 5| RMS sl
O 3 Ve i s s res 4 5 Sae
] 00 oolazwl

ole 3l «3s® daki pe MAE I olinul ol
oS el ol il o5 09 e ooliul U uilS )5
Sz s lade deools 3l azie gowe,0 sl
oot 3 ol Je Sl 3 55 3k 0l 55
ool Uas uilS 5 51 cenlin 5,Shae b (sledota
slalogas (VA) 5 (VA) LdSe o cal ons
Sl oy 4 D 0 o lp b WS
a5 Cewl oals eole lis el g Bjgel slresls
50 ools 5IAT sl MAE llas 098 o sonli
Y10 il RBE &i sl gel 5 (3350l 8y 90
Moged (28,5 3 ceslac o 0 b ply MLP (ol
<ol ) S MLP > cww o RBF &
ol Wl ol S sl 4 e

120

100

Frequency(%)
3

W ~ RBF
—~MLP

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Error(%)

byl Y gy 3 Uad (puilS 18 s lio — VAU
o900 (so3lS )d Al RBF g MLP  gladSius


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-11-17]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1]

L9 w0 4 pides

80

53.57

RBF MLP AVS MAVS Etube TPM NR(WLMR)
SLeSs bwgd Y i ;3 MAE s lio —YY IS5
593 sl 9 4xeRBF s MLP

S 5 A0S
Wb Jol> Gedod opl 5l e (mlS 4 a2g b
FB (egman (omas slaaSed a5 05 Glgie Gl o
sl SVLlasl jo S5 as, Kol s [0 o8
Qlia\ EFan (omal slasil )'| oolaul oo
Logos a5 1, al&aslejl U35, p sbaosls 1 oaliul
IRCLOPPNPTA e NP PG VPOV SRR PR SR B I
YL oy 5 pidlas! & azg L pisen
5 By Sl (2bsy )0 (poian (oras slaaSn
comlacel b rzi53 sleosls ol jo ol og pglie
5 S50k Glee )5Sl s oSty g b le JolSS Sl
J= 50 ol eelcaibse glao )5 (958050, dxwgs
u.:‘ )‘ oolawl ‘o|5,o pJ.c uoa..a} g ‘sm..\...e(o Jij.A
cYlasl jo (Siwsd S5 ab, Saal s o b,

IRV [P ES PR S U PRV IRV PP PN

AR

0.9087 0.9026

0.7632 0.7632

RBF MLP AVS MAVS TPM NR(WLMR)

-0.7348

Y i 3 (R) (oShusad s gl Y + S5
505 Sy, 9 et RBF gMLP (50 busys

0.5509

0.1136 0.1165

RBF MLP AVS MAVS Etube TPM NR(WLMR)
el bawsi Y (g v 3 RMS s lio -YY USG5
525 skedy,y 9 4uteRBF 9 MLP

VEAY lewsl /_Jol 0,los /_Js! Jlw


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html

[ Downloaded from marine-eng.ir on 2025-11-17]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1 ]

1-

10-

11-

12-

L9 wd—ipo 4l

&y

J. C. P. Kam, W. D. Dover, C. N. Ma, “The Prediction of Crack Shape Development for In
service Cracks in Offshore Welded Tubular Joints”, J. Marine Structures (1995), pp.37-67

P. E. O. Connor, B. P. Amoco, “Case Studies of Platform Reuse in the Golf of Mexico”,
International Conference of the Reuse of Offshore Production Facilities, 13-14 October,
Netherlands, (2001)

A. A. Aaghakouchak, “Fatigue Fracture Mechanics Analysis of RingStiffened and Simple
Tubular Joints for Offshore Structures”, Ph.D. Thesis, University College of London, (1989)

M. J. Cheaitant, H. M. Bolt, “Evaluation of Stress Intensity Factor Solutions for Ofshore
Tubular Joints”, Offshore Mechanics and Arctic Engineering Confrence, (1996)

L. S. Etube, “Fatigue and Fracture Mechanics of Offshore Structures”, Professional Engineering
Publishing, London, (2001)

Laurene Fausett, “Fundamentals of Neural Networks, Architectures, Algorithms and
Applications”, Prentice Hall International Inc, New Jersey, (1994)

S. Chen, C. F. N. Cowon and P. M. Grant “Orthogonal Least Square Learning Algorithm for
Radial Basis Function Networks”, IEEE Transaction on Neural Network, Vol. 2, No. 2, March
1991

B. Talie-Faz, W. D. Dover, F. P. Brennan , “Static Strength of Cracked High Strength Steel
Tubular Joints”, Health and Safety Executive, London, (2002)

L. S. Etube, F. P. Brennan, W. D. Dover, “Review of Empirical and Semiempirical Y Factor
Solutions for Cracked Welded Tubular Joints”, J. Marian Structures, 12 (1999), pp. 565583

L. S. Etube, F. P. Brennan, W. D. Dover, “A New Method for Predicting Stress Intensity Factor
in Cracked Welded Tubular Joints”, Int. J. Fatigue, 22 (2000, pp. 447-456

J. C. Newman, I. S. Raju, “An Empirical Stress Intensity Factor Equation Foe the Surface
Cracks”, Engineering Fracture Mechanics, Vol.12, No2, .1981, pp. 185192.

A. Aaghakouchak, G. Glinka, S. Daramavasan, “A Load Shedding Model for Fractue
Mechanics Analysis of Fatigue Cracks in Tubular Joints” Offshore Mechanics and Arctic
Engineering (OMAE), 1989, PP. 159165

VPAY el /ol 0, Lo /ol Lo


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17357608.1383.1.1.1.1
http://marine-eng.ir/article-1-1-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

